
4
8

8
C

lassification
and

D
ivision

10.
D

ivide
your

F
acebook

friends
into

categories
according

to
som

e
l
o

cal
principle.

Include
a

thesis
statem

ent
that

indicates
how

d
iffe

re
the

various
groups

are.

C
oN

aborative
A

ctivity
for

C
bssification

and
D

ivision

W
orking

in
a

group
o

f
four

students,
devise

a
classification

system
e
n

com
passing

all
the

different
kinds

o
f

popular
m

usic
the

m
em

bers
ofyou:

group
favor.Y

ou
m

ay
begin

w
ith

general
categories,

such
as

country,
pop,

and
rhythm

and
blues,

but
you

should
also

include
m

ore
specific

catego..
ries,

such
as

rap
and

heavy
m

etal,
in

your
classification

system
.

A
fter

you
decide

on
categories

and
subcategories

th
at

representthe
tastes

o
fallgroup

m
em

bers,
fill

in
exam

ples
for

each
category.

T
hen,

devise
several

differenz
options

for
arranging

your
categories

into
an

essay.

iD
efi nition

W
hat

Is
D

efinition?
A

d
efin

itio
n

tells
w

hat
a

term
m

eans
and

how
it

differs
from

other
term

s
in

its
class.

In
the

follow
ing

paragraph
from

“A
ltruistic

B
ehavior,”

anthropologist
D

esm
ond

M
orris

defines
altruism

,
the

key
term

o
f

his
essay.Topic

sentence
A

ltruism
is

the
perform

ance
of

an
unselfish

E
xtended

act,
A

a
p
tte

rn
of

behavior,
this

a
c
i
i
T

e
definition

defines
tw

properties:
itm

ustbenefitsom
eone

else,and
it

term
by

m
ustdo

so
to

the
disadvantage

o
fthe

benefactor.It
enum

eration
is

not
m

erely
a

m
atter

ofbeing
helpful;

itis
helpful-

and
negation

ness
ata

cost
to

yourself.

M
ostpeople

think
o
fdefinition

in
term

s
o

fp
rin

tor
online

dictionaries,
w

hich
give

brief,
succinct

explanations
—

called
fo

rm
al

d
efin

itio
n

s
—

o
f

w
hat w

ords
m

ean.
B

utdefinition
also

includes
explaining

w
hatsom

ething,
or

even
som

eone,
is

—
th

at
is,

its
essential

nature.
S

om
etim

es
a

definition
requires

a
paragraph,

an
essay,

or
even

a
w

hole
book.

T
hese

longer,
m

ore
com

plex
definitions

are
called

extended
d
eftn

itio
n
s.

U
n
d
erstan

d
in

g
F

o
rm

al
D

efin
itio

n
s

L
ook

at
any

dictionary,
and

you
w

ill
notice

th
at

all
definitions

have
a

standard
three-part

structure.
F

irst,
they

present
the

term
to

be
defined,

then
the

generalclass
it

is
a

part
of,and

finally
the

qualities
thatdifferentiate

it
from

the
o
th

er
term

s
in

the
sam

e
class.

T
E

R
M

C
t.A

SS
D

IF
F

E
R

E
N

T
IA

T
IO

N

behaviorism
a

theory
that

regards
the

objective
facts

ofa
subject’s

actions
as

the
only

valid
basis

for
psychologicalstudy

cell
a

unit
w

ith
a

nucleus,cytoplasm
,and

an
o
fprotoplasm

enclosing
m

em
brane
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D

efinition

n
a
tu

ra
lism

a
literary

m
ovem

ent

U
nderstanding

E
xtended

D
efin

itio
n

s

M
any

extended-definition
essays

include
short

form
al

definitions
likt

those
in

dictionaries,
in

such
an

essay, a
brief form

al
definition

can
in

tro

b
c
e

readers
to

the
extended

definition,
or

it
can

help
to

support
the

e
s

say’s
thesis.

H
ow

ever,
an

extended
d
efin

itio
n

does
n
o
t

follow
a

set
p
attern

o
f

developm
ent.

Instead,
it

uses
w

hatever
strategies

best
suit

the
w

riter’s

purpose, the
term

being
defined, and

the
w

riting
situation.

In
fact,any

one

(oi m
ore

than
one)

ofthe
essay

patterns
illustrated

in
this

book
can

be
used

to
structure

a
definition

essay.

U
sing

D
efinition

P
roviding

a
form

al definition
of each

term
you

use
is

usually
notneces

saty
or

desirable. R
eaders

w
ill either

know
w

hata
w

ord
m

eans
or

be
able

to

look
it

up.
S

om
etim

es,
how

ever,
defining

a
term

is
essential.

O
n

an
exam

,

fot
exam

ple, you
m

ight
be

asked
to

define
behaviorism

;
tell

w
hata

cellis;ex.

plain
the

m
eaning

of the
literary

term
naturalism

;
include

a
com

prehensivt

definition
of m

itosis in
your

answ
er; or

define
authorñy. Such

exam
questions

cannot alw
ays

be
answ

ered
in

a
sentence

or
tw

o.In
fact, the

definitions
they

call
for

often
require

a
full

paragraph
—

or
even

several
paragraphs.

E
xtended

definitions
are

useful in
m

any
academ

ic
assignm

ents
besides

exam
s.

F
or

exam
ple,

definitions
can

explain
abstractions

such
as

freedom
,

controversial term
s

such
as

right to
life, or

slang
term

s
(inform

al expressions
s

hose
m

eanings
m

ay
vary

from
locale

to
locale

or
change

as
tim

e
passes)

In
a

particular
w

riting
situation,

a
definition

m
ay

be
essential

because
a

term
has

m
ore

than
one

m
eaning,

because
you

are
using

it
in

an
unusual

w
ay, because

you
are

fairly
certain

the
term

w
illbe

unfam
iliar

to
yourread.

ers,or
because

it
is

central
to

your
discussion.

Definition
491

the
term

,
For

exam
ple,

assum
e

you
set

out
to

w
rite

an
extended

definition
of

behaviorism
.

If
your

goal
is

to
show

its
usefulness

for
treating

patients
w

ith
certain

psychological
disorders,

a
statem

ent
like

“T
his

essay
w

ill
define

behaviorism
”

w
ill

not
be

very
helpful.

E
ven

a
form

al
definition

—

“B
ehaviorism

is
a

theory
that

regards
the

objective
facts

of
a

subject’s
actions

as
the

only
valid

basis
for

psychological
stu

d
y
”-

is
not

enough.
Y

our
thesis

needs
to

suggest
the

value
o
fthis

kind
of

therapy,
notjust

tall
w

hat
it

is
—

for
exam

ple,
“C

ontrary
to

critics’
objections,

behaviorism
is

a
valid

approach
for

treating
a

w
ide

variety
ofpsychological

dysfunctions.”

D
eciding

on
a

P
attern

of
D

eve’opm
ent

Y
ou

can
organize

a
definition

essay
according

to
one

or
m

ore
of

the
patterns

ofdevelopm
ent

described
in

this
book.A

s
you

plan
your

essay
and

jot
dow

n
your

ideas
about

the
term

or
subject

you
w

ill
define,

you
w

ill
see

w
hich

other
patterns

are
m

ostuseful.Forexam
ple,the

form
aldefinitions

of
the

five
term

s
discussed

on
page

490
could

be
expanded

w
ith

five
different

patterns
ofdevelopm

ent:

E
xem

plification
T

o
explain

behaviorism
,

you
could

give
exam

ples.
C

arefully
chosen

cases
could

show
how

this
theory

of psychology
applies

to
different

situations.
T

hese
exam

ples
could

help
readers

see
exactly

how
behaviorism

w
orks

and
w

hat
it

can
and

cannot
account

for.
O

ften,
exam

ples
are

the
clearest

w
ay

to
explain

som
ething.

D
efining

dream
s

as
“the

sym
bolic

representation
o
f

m
ental

states”
m

ight
convey

little
to

readers
w

ho
do

not
know

m
uch

about
psychology,

but
a

few
exam

ples
w

ould
help

you
m

ake
your

m
eaning

clear.
M

any
students

have
dream

s
about

taking
exam

s
—

perhaps
dream

ing
that

they
are

late
for

the
test,that

they
rem

em
ber

nothing
about

the
course,

or
that

they
are

w
riting

their
answ

ers
in

disappearing
ink.

Y
ou

m
ight

explain
the

nature
of

dream
s

by
interpreting

these
particular

dream
s,

w
hich

m
ay

reflect
anxiety

about
a

course
or

aboutschoolin
general.

D
escription

Y
ou

can
explain

the
nature

of
som

ething
by

describ.
lug

it.
For

exam
ple,the

conceptofa
cellis

difficultto
grasp

from
just

a
fo

r
m

al
definition,

but
your

readers
w

ould
understand

the
concept

m
ore

clearly
ifyou

w
ere

to
describe

w
hata

celllooks
like,possibly

w
ith

the
aid

of
a

diagram
or

tw
o.

C
oncentrating

on
the

cell
m

em
brane,

cytoplasm
,

and
nucleus, you

could
detail

each
structure’s

appearance
and

function. T
hese

descriptions
w

ould
enable

readers
to

visualize
the

w
hole

cell
and

u
n
d

er
stand

its
w

orkings.
O

fcourse,description
involves

m
ore

than
the

visual:
a

definition
of

a
tsunam

i
m

ight
describe

the
sounds

and
the

appearance
of

this
enorm

ous
ocean

w
ave,

and
a

definition
of

P
arkinson’s

disease
m

ight
include

a
description

ofhow
its

sym
ptom

s
affecta

patient.

m
itosis

au
th

o
rity

w
hose

original adherents
believed

that w
riters

should
treatlife

w
ith

scientific
objectivity

a
process

of nuclear division
of cells,consisting

of prophase, m
etaphase, anaphase,

and
telophase

a
pow

er
to

com
m

and
and

require
obedience

P
’anning

a
D

efinition
E

ssay

D
ev

elo
p
in

g
a

T
h

esis
S

tatem
en

t

T
he

thesis
of

a
definition

essay
should

do
m

ore
than

sim
ply

identify
i

ti,
n

‘
I

T
he

thesis
statem

ent
•

C
om

parison
an

d
co

n
trast

A
n

extended
definition

of
naturalism

m
ilrl

i
p

,i
m

t
g

n
n

,
.
,
i
n

1
n

n
t
r
g
r

,t-
r
l
i
r
r
i
i
r

r
i

c
m

c
n
n



D
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Ic
o

n
trasted

w
ith

those
of other

literary
m

ovem
ents,such

as
rom

anticism
realism

. O
r,you

m
ight com

pare
and

contrastthe
plots

and
characters

of
several

naturalistic
w

orks
w

ith
those

of
rom

antic
or

realistic
w

orks.
A

ny
im

e
you

need
to

define
som

ething
unfam

iliar, you
can

com
pare

itto
so

m
e

thing
fam

iliar
to

your
readers.

For
exam

ple,
your

readers
m

ay
never

have
heird

of
the

C
hinese

dish
sw

eetand-sour
cabbage, but

you
can

help
them

im
agine

itby
saying

ittastes
som

ething
like

cole
slaw

, Y
ou

can
also

define
a

thing
by

contrasting
it

w
ith

som
ething

unlike
it,especially

ifthe
tw

o
have

som
e

qualities
in

com
m

on.
For

instance,
one

w
ay

to
explain

the
B

ritish
spoit

of
rugby

is
by

contrasting
it

w
ith

A
m

erican
football,w

hich
is

not
as

‘
olent,P

rocess
B

ecause
m

itosis
is

a
process,an

extended
definition

ofm
ito

sir
should

be
organized

as
a

process
explanation.

B
y

tracing
the

process
from

stage
to

stage,
you

w
ould

clearly
define

this
type

of
cell

division
for

your
readers,

Process
is

also
a

suitable
pattern

for
defining

objects
in

term
s

ofw
hat

they
do.

F
or

exam
ple, because

a
com

puter
carries

out
certain

p
ro

c esses,
an

extended
definition

of
a

com
puter

w
ould

probably
include

a
ocess

explanation.

C
lassification

an
d

division
Y

ou
could

define
authoriçy

by
using

d
assificatio

n
an

d
division.

B
asing

your
extended

definition
on

the
m

odel
developed

by
the

G
erm

an
sociologist M

ax
W

eber, you
could

divide
the

class
authority

into
the

subclasses
traditional

authority,
charism

atic
authority,

and
kgalbureaucratic

authority.
B

y
explaining

each
type

of
authority,

you
could

clarify
this

very
broad

term
for

your
readers.

In
both

extended
and

form
al

definitions, classification
and

division
can

be
very

useful.B
y

identifying
the

class
som

ething
belongs

to, you
are

explaining
w

hat kind
of thing

itis.For
instance,

m
onetarism

is
an

econom
ic

theory;
The

A
dventures

ofH
uckleberry

Tznn
is

a
novel;and

em
physem

a
is

a
disease. L

ikew
ise,by

dividing
a

class
into

subclasses,
you

are
defining

som
ething

m
ore

specifically.
E

m
physem

a,for
instance, is

a
disease

of the
lungs

and
can

therefore
be

classified
w

ith
tu

b
er

ulosis
but

not w
ith

appendicitis.

P
h

rasin
g

Y
our

D
efin

itio
n

W
hatever

form
your

definitions
take,

m
ake

certain
that

they
clearly

define
your

term
s.

B
e

sure
to

provide
a

true
definition,

not
ju

st
a

descrip
tivc

statem
ent

such
as

“H
appiness

is
a

four-day
w

eekend.”
A

lso,
rem

em
ber

that
repetition

is
not

definition,
so

don’t include
the

term
you

are
defining

in
your

definition.
For

instance,
the

statem
ent

“A
bstract

art
is

a
school

o
l

artists
w

hose
w

orks
are

abstract”
clarifies

nothing
for

your
readers.Finally,

define
as

precisely
as

possible.
N

am
e

the
class

of
the

term
you

are
defin

rug
“m

itosis
isa process

ofcell division”
—

and
define

this
class

as
narro4y

and
as

accurately
as

you
can,

clearly
differentiating

your
term

from
other

m
em

bers
of

its
class.

C
areful

attention
to

the
language

and
structure

o
f

L
ike

other
essays,

a
definition

essay
should

have
an

introduction,
a

body,
and

a
conclusion.

A
lthough

a
form

al
definition

strives
for

objectiv
ity,an

extended
definition

usually
does

not.
Instead,

it
is
lik

e
l

1t
o

define
a

term
in

a
w

ay
that

reflects
your

attitude
tow

ard
the

subject
or

your
reason

for
defining

it.
For

exam
ple,

your
extended-definition

paper
about

liter
ary

naturalism
m

ight
argue

that
the

significance
of

this
m

ovem
ent’s

m
ajor

w
orks

has
been

underestim
ated

by
literary

scholars.
Sim

ilarly,your
d

efin
i

tion
o
f authority

m
ight

criticize
its

abuses,
In

such
cases,

the
thesis

state
n

ien
t

provides
a

focus
for

your
definition

essay,
show

ing
readers

your
approach

to
the

definition.
T

he
in

tro
d
u
ctio

n
identifies

the
term

to
be

defined,
perhaps

presents
a

briefform
al

definition,and
goes

on
to

state
the

essay’s
thesis.T

he
body

of
the

essay
expands

the
definition,

using
any

one
(or

several)
of

the
patterns

of developm
entexplained

and
illustrated

in
this

text.
In

addition
to

using
various

patterns
of developm

ent,you
can

expand
the

body
ofyour

definition
by

using
any

ofthe
follow

ing
strategies:

Y
ou

can
define

a
term

by
using

synonym
s

(w
ords

w
ith

sim
ilar

m
eanings).

•
Y

ou
can

define
a

term
by

using
negation

(telling
w

hat
itis

not).
•

Y
ou

can
define

a
term

by
using

en
u

m
eratio

n
(listing

its
ch

arac
teristics).
Y

ou
can

define
a

term
by

using
an

an
alo

g
y

(identifying
sim

ilarities
betw

een
an

unfam
iliar

term
and

som
ething

likely
to

be
m

ore
fam

il
iar

to
readers).

•
Y

ou
can

define
a

term
by

discussing
its

o
rig

in
an

d
developm

ent
(the

w
ord’s

derivation,original
m

eaning,and
usages).

N
O

T
E

:
If

you
are

describing
som

ething
that

is
unfam

iliar
to

your
readers,

you
can

also
include

a
v

isu
al

—
a

draw
ing,

painting,
diagram

,
or

photograph
—

to
supplem

entyour
definition.

Y
our

essay’s
conclusion

rem
inds

readers
w

hy
you

have
chosen

to
d
e

fine
the

term
,perhaps

restatm
g

your
thesis.

S
uppose

your
assignm

ent
is

to
w

rite
a

short
paper

for
your

in
tro

d
u
c

tory
psychology

course,
Y

ou
decide

to
exam

ine
behaviorism

.
O

fcourse,you
can

define
the

w
ord

in
one

sentence,
or

possibly
tw

o.
B

ut
to

explain
the

evncept of
behaviorism

and
its

status
in

the
field

of
psychology,

you
m

ust
go

beyond
the

dictionary.
N

ow
,you

have
to

decide
w

hat
kinds

o
fexplanations

are
m

ost
suitable

b
r

your
topic

and
foryour

intended
audience.ifyou

are
trying

to
define

be
kw

iorism
for

readers
w

ho
know

very
little

about
psychology,you

m
ight

use
analogies

that
relate

behaviorism
to

your
readers’

experiences,such
as

how
they

w
ere

raised
or

how
they

train
their

pets.Y
ou

m
ight

also
use

exam
ples,

4
9
2

D
efirntion

—

_
_
_
_
_
_

S
tructuring

a
D

efinition
E

ssay
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t
atm

ent
hut

to
experiences

in
everyday

life
If, how

ever
you

are
directing

ur
paper

to
your

psychology
instructor,

w
ho

obviously
already

know
s

w
hat

behaviorism
is, your

purpose
is

to
show

that
you

know
,too,

O
ne

w
ay

to
do

this
is

to
com

pare
behaviorism

w
ith

other
psychological

theories;
another

w
ay

is
to

give
exam

ples
o

f
how

behaviorism
w

orks
in

practice;
still

another
is

to
briefly

sum
m

arize
the

background
and

history
ofthe

theory.
(In

a
long

paper,
you

m
ight

use
all

o
fthese

strategies.)
A

fter
considering

your
paper’s

scope
and

audience,
you

m
ight

decide
th

at
because

behaviorism
is

som
ew

hat
controversial,

your
best

strategy
is

to
supplem

ent
a

form
al

definition
w

ith
exam

ples
show

ing
how

behavior
ist

assum
ptions

and
m

ethods
are

applied
in

specific
situations.

T
hese

ex
am

ples,
draw

n
from

your
class

notes
and

textbook,
w

ould
support

your
thesis

th
at

behaviorism
is

a
valid

approach
for

treating
certain

psychologi
iidysfunctions.

T
ogether,

your
exam

ples
w

ould
define

behaviorum
as

itis
in

derstood
today.

A
n

inform
al

outline
for

your
essay

m
ight

look
like

this:

T
hesis

statem
ent

—
C

ontrary
to

its
critics’

objections,
behaviorism

is
a

valid
approach

for
treating

a
w

ide
variety

ofpsychological
dysfunctions.

D
efinition

o
f behaviorism

,
including

its
origins

and
evolution
T

he
use

of behaviorism
to

help
psychotics

function
in

an
institutional setting

T
he

use
of behaviorism

to
treatneurotic

behavior,
such

as
chronic

anxiety,a
phobia,or

a
pattern

of
destructive

acts

rh
ird

exam
ple:

T
he

use
of behaviorism

to
treatnorm

al
b
u
t

antisocialor
undesirable

behavior
such

as
heavy

sm
oking

or
overeating

C
onclusion:

R
estatem

entof thesis
or

review
o
fkey

points

N
otice

how
the

three
exam

ples
in

this
paper

define
behaviorism

w
id

the
kind

o
f

com
plexity,

detail,
and

breadth
th

at
a

form
al

definition
co

u
ld

n
o
t

duplicate.
T

his
definition

is
m

ore
like

a
tex

tb
o
o
k

e
x

p
la

n
non

—
and,

in
fact,

textbook
explanations

are
often

w
ritten

as
extended

d
efin

itio
n
s.

R
ev

isin
g

a
D

efinition
E

ssay
W

hen
you

revise
a

definition
essay,

consider
the

item
s

on
the

revision
checklist

on
page

68.In
addition,

pay
special

atten
tio

n
to

the
item

s
on

fol1ow
in

checklist, w
hich

apply
specifically

to
revising

definition
essays

P
efinition

D
oesyoiraslnrnentcallfor

nition?
•

D
oesypurssy

I
ci

ecieri stted
thesisthat I4

n
ies

the
term

you
will$

*
e

n
d

tel1
rea$ers

w
hyy

o
are4

P
k

It?
•

H
aveyou

iich4e8aform
aidenition

y
o
tw

süeet?
H

ave
you

d
e
n
e
r

otherky
arm

sthatm
y

tie fapiiIartoyoir reØ
er

H
s
e
$
a
p
p
ro

p
rte

p
rp

n
tq

erpand
yourdefinition?

ø
y

q
inee4t i4eØ

r
$
a
e
g
l

sueh y
n

e
n

neØ
lon

e
n

ationorn
gies

t.ex
p

n
y
o

u
r4

n
io

u
?

*
Ø

4
s
o

ls
s
fh

e
d
g

in
a
n

4
d

e
y

e
p

o
ry

9
a
re

d
e
firiin

?
y

P
o
u
iee$

o
fu

eav
1
su

al?

E
diting

a
D

efinition
E

ssay
W

hen
you

edityour
definition

essay,follow
the

guidelines
on

the
ed

it
ing

checklists
on

pages
85,88,and

90.In
addition,

focus
on

the
gram

m
ar,

m
echanics,an

d
punctuation

issues
that

are
particularly

relevant
to

defini
tion

essays.
O

ne
of

these
issues

—
avoiding

the
phrases

isw
hen

and
isw

here
in

form
al

definitions
—

is
discussed

below
.

N
C

O
N

T
E

X
T

A
v

o
i4

in
g

Is
w

hen
and

is
w

here

M
any

extended
definitions

include
a

anesentence
fornialdefinition.

A
s you

have
learned

such
definitions m

utinchi4e
the

term
you

are
defin

the
class to

w
)cb

ern
b

d
o
n
s,a

4
4
e

thaactetistics
that disein

p
$

the
term

fr°m
rh

er
re

rs
Is

them
e
$

s
(

$om
edrnes

bow
ever

w
hen

you
aq

term
or

ccncept
you

m
ay

u
d

yourself4
ep

erd
n

from
this

set#rucm
re

an4
using

the
phrase

is
Ø

en
çrisw

here
Z

fso
your

de6nition
is

notcon$eC
e

because
itom

its
the

çem
is class,(In

factthe
use

otis w
hen

o
tisw

hereindicates
thatyou

are
actu

d
y
p
resen

tirian
exam

ple ofthe
term

and
nor

definition,)
Y

ou
can

avoid
thiserrorby

m
ãkingcarraizL

thatthe
form

f
the

verb
he

4eB
nIsion

isalw
aysfo

lo
d

by
a

noun.
A

sdeseritied
in

essyW
he

U
ntouchabte’ prejudiceis

w
h
n
.so

m
eo

n
cm

s
an

irr4
o

n
a
l biasorncative

opinion
ofa person

orgroup
(M

ahr*h
4

)
.

Q
R

R
tC

T
A

s described
in

the
esay

‘‘ThePntoucbblepreju4ice
is

an
irratio

n
alties

o
n
eativ

e
opinion

of a
person

orgroup
(M

ahtab
46).

IN
C

O
R

R
E

C
T

i
A

ccor4in
to

M
egbaq

baum
cekh*jis

w
here

you
on’c

buy
yourq

n
roceries

(511).
c
o
sc

r
A

ccordin
to

M
ehan

D
aum

, c
ebt*iesare

people
w

ho
%

4
n

tii’h
n
#

‘h
ir

n
w

n
i
4

(
I1”i

/
V

R
E

V
IS

IO
N

C
H

E
C

K
L

IS
T

D
efinition
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SA
M

PL
E

O
U

T
L

IN
E

:
D
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B
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Firstexam
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S
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