August 14, 2014
Dear Parents/Guardians:

Resources for the high school English Language Arts Department are selected at the district level with input and support from committee members representing each school.  These resources have been selected based on their connection to the curriculum and alignment with Kansas College and Career Readiness Standards and in accordance with Board Policy 4600.  The Blue Valley School District will be using the following textbooks as described for the course titles below. 

The textbook for grades 9th (ELA9 and HELA9), 10th (ELA10 and HELA10), and 11th (ELA 11 and AP English Language) will be the Pearson Literature 2015 edition, adopted in 2014. AP English Language junior level students will also use the textbook The Language of Composition and The Bedford Reader from Bedford/St. Martins.  Regular ELA 12 will use Patterns for College Writers, AP English Literature will use Literature & Composition and Contemporary Communications will use America Now, all published by Bedford/St. Martins. A language book or writing handbook (grammar and writing skills) will also be used at each grade level.
In addition, novels will be used at each grade level to support the curriculum.  The district has selected some of the most acclaimed classic and contemporary literature to meet the standards identified in the common core as well as provide the text complexity necessary for students to be college and career ready.  The novels listed below are the approved novels for AP English Language that we plan to use with the students.  The title marked with an * is the first novel we have planned for this school year, but the order of the others may change based on availability or other factors.  

We encourage your involvement in your child’s education.  Consider reading the titles either before or as your child reads so you may engage in conversations about the literature.  For further information, book rationales (summaries and connections to the curriculum) as well as professional reviews are available for each title.  These can be viewed in the school library or accessed online http://www.bluevalleyk12.org/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectiondetailid=21587&.   Click on the grade level that applies to access the approved reading list. Although there is really no substitute for reading a book in its entirety, these summaries will provide you with some discussion starters for you and your child.   If you object to your child reading a particular novel, the district has a process in place for determining an alternate title.  If you have any questions or concerns, contact us at your earliest convenience.  

We look forward to a successful and productive year.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Balke



Shirley Dachille

jlbalke@bluevalleyk12.org

sdachille@bluevalleyk12.org

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS DEPARTMENT GOALS
 
Blue Valley High School is committed to excellence, responsibility and educational growth, building on our tradition of community.  Guided by this Mission Statement and the vision that we are a community with an attitude of excellence/high academic standards, the Blue Valley High School ELA Department has developed the following goal for the 2014-2015 school year:
 

All students will score 75% or higher on common quarter and semester assessments for the 2014-2015 school year.
Titles of novels/plays used for the classroom:

Choice book from summer reading list
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain

All the Pretty Horses by Cormac McCarthy

American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang

The Awakening by Kate Chopin

Black Boy by Richard Wright

The Crucible by Arthur Miller

Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton

A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway

The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls

The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald (summer reading)
Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison

The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass by Frederick Douglass

The Night Thoreau Spent in Jail by Jerome Lawrence

A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving

A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry

*The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne
Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison
The Things a Brother Knows by Dana Reinhardt

AP ELA 11 Course Directives

Dr. Jennifer Balke



Mrs. Shirley Dachille

E-mail: jlbalke@bluevalleyk12.org

E-mail: sdachille@bluevalleyk12.org
AP ELA 11 is an in-depth course in both effective writing and critical reading.  The course is designed to enhance the motivated student’s analytical skills as well as his or her ability to assess the language of literature and writing.  An emphasis is placed upon the study of a variety of American texts and a variety of writing tasks.  Above all, this course is driven by the study and application of rhetoric.  The literature acts as models for the student to develop his or her overall critical thinking skills in reading and writing.  

Upon completing this course, students should be able to:

· conduct rhetorical analysis of texts in varying genres explaining how meaning, purpose, and/or effect are manifest in the texts’ organization, structure, and style;

· write strong, cogent, persuasive arguments of their own and analyze how their own arguments achieve meaning, purpose, and effect;

· synthesize information and perspectives from other texts, verbal and visual, in their own arguments; and 

· compare a variety of genres and demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English as well as stylistic maturity in their own writings.

Vocabulary will be studied with the use of a vocabulary workbook, which includes ACT and SAT preparation and contextual vocabulary study.  We expect you to focus on increasing your individual vocabulary skills as well as the common vocabulary we will use when discussing literature and writing.  We will review literary terms and devices in the course of our vocabulary as well.

Grammar will be covered in class through the use of daily edits and independently by using the Elements of Language textbook.  Chapters will be assigned by quarter and will cover areas such as subject-verb agreement, pronoun-antecedent agreement, pronoun cases, and identifying and using phrases and clauses in writing. Chapter tests will be taken the first time in class.  If you need to retake a test, it must be taken on your own time, either before or after school by appointment or during TCB.  A minimum score of 80% on each chapter test will be required and all testing must be completed by the end of the quarter in which the chapters were assigned.  

Reading is an important component of any advanced placement class.  You will be expected to read both fiction and nonfiction. Reading will often be the focus of class discussion and in-class essays.  Little class time is devoted to reading, so you should expect to spend some time each night reading for this class. 

Writing assignments will be mostly analytical in nature.  All assignments should be typed in 12-point font using MLA style, double-spaced, and free of errors when turned in for any reason.  A rewrite policy will be in effect during the year.  If you earn below a C on a writing assignment, you may rewrite it after attending a conference with me.  The assignment will be re-graded on content and organization only, not conventions.  Both the original and rewritten assignments must be submitted for re-grading.  

Attendance is crucial to your success in this class.  If you must be gone from class, be sure to check your calendar or SchoolCenter for assignments.  Missing a block day is equivalent to missing two class days, so it is recommended that you avoid missing block days if at all possible.  You are also expected to be on time to class.  School policy will be followed for both absences and tardies. 

Note taking will benefit your performance in this class.  All material, written and verbal, discussion and lecture, is testable material.

Homework (usually reading assignments) that is assigned is necessary for your learning.  We will expect homework to be done at the beginning of the hour on the day that it is due.  Since learning is the most important thing, please talk to us about any situations that may have kept you from completing your homework.  In those cases, we will expect you to come to class the next day with the assignment completed.  Any assignment due while you were absent should be handed in at the beginning of the hour on the day you return.  Assignments that are turned in late will be accepted for 80% of the total points within one day and for 60% of the total points for up to two weeks.  No late work will be accepted more than two weeks after the original due date.  Please remember that if you are absent for any reason, essays and other typed assignments should be emailed to us by your class period on the due date in order to receive full credit.  However, no late work will be accepted for long-term assignments.

Tests are taken on the date announced.  If you are absent the day before a test, you will be expected to take the test as scheduled.  If you miss the testing day, on the day you return you must schedule a time to take the test within two weeks.  Failure to follow policy will result in a zero on the test.

Behavior is expected to be respectful and courteous at all times.  Be mature and diplomatic in all matters including both students and the teacher.  The BVHS community fosters respect by promoting zero tolerance of bullying and harassment of any form. 

Grades are based on an accumulation of points throughout the semester.  The semester grade will be worth 80% and will be averaged with a final exam which is worth 20% for the final grade.  The grading scale follows:  90-100% A, 80-89% B, 70-79% C, 60-69% D, and below 60% F.  CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM ARE SERIOUS OFFENSES AND WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.  Either offense will result in a zero on the assignment or test, a phone call and letter to parents, and a referral to the office.  See your student handbook for further explanation of BVHS policies regarding these offenses.  We will discuss this issue often during the year.  You will be asked to submit papers electronically to us so that we can scan them using a plagiarism detection program for which BVHS has a site license.

Materials are a must for class.  Always bring the appropriate text, a pen, your notebook, and supplementary materials to class.  Materials needed:

· binder or folder to keep yourself organized

· 3-hole spiral to be used as a journal

· loose-leaf college-ruled notebook paper

· blue/black ink pens

· highlighter

· sticky notes

· small stapler

· a box of tissues
Please sign below indicating your receipt of this letter and the course directives.  Your son/daughter should return the signed portion to me within one week.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have received and read the letter and directives concerning English Language Arts materials.  
Balke

Dachille
 (circle teacher’s name)
___________________________________________
Student’s Name (please print)
___________________________________________

Student’s Signature

___________________________________________

Parent’s Signature

___________________________________________

Parent’s Email Address

